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The “Corriere della Sera” is one of the most prominent and relevant Italian newspapers: its long history started in 1876 in Milano, just a few 
years after Italy’s indipendence in 1861, and has a current diffusion of 500.000 copies per day.
Its web version (www.corriere.it) is one of the most visited websites in Italy, 
celebrating its continuous popularity, credibility and success.

In most cases, those newspapers strived to explain to the public the 
(non-trivial) concepts of activity, committed dose, contamination, 
criticality, dose limits, risk, etc. (and it is in fact remarkable how some 
popular newspapers –the “New York Times”, for example- succeeded 
in offering a severe, scientific, while clear and simplified, interpretation 
of the events to the general public!).

Since the very first day of the FUKUSHIMA accident, when journalists 
were building, hour after hour, the sequence of events at the crippled 
nuclear power plant, many popular newspapers strived to present an 
objective view of the facts, and to structure the continuous flow of 
information that was publicly made available. 

Some newspapers’ websites showed sketches and 
simulations of the accident in the plant and its 
possible radiological consequences. Others 
interviewed experts in nuclear energy or in radiation 
protection, and presented an overview of projected 
radiation risks and their possible consequences. 

As frequent reader of the “Corriere della Sera” website, looking at some 
of the news coverage on the FUKUSHIMA accident, I have the feeling 
that that cultural opportunity was, unfortunately, completely missed.

During that period, after years of mis-information on radiological and nuclear 
issues in Italy (historically, a radio-phobic country), an objective and balanced 
public information could have been appreciated, both from pro-nuclear and 
against-nuclear activists, in order to present and clarify to the Italian 
population the arguments supporting or opposing that choice.

In our Radiation Protection community, we agree and discuss more
and more on the need to develop a Radiation Protection Culture, with 
the contribution of radiation and environmental experts, of scientific 
journalists, communicators, artists, etc.

No balanced information is possible without comprehension, 
and many newspapers presented explanations of radiation 
doses, limits, effects of radiation, precautions, etc.

A balanced presentation of the FUKUSHIMA accident’s cause and consequences may 
have proved to be an excellent opportunity to develop Italy’s general public’s culture 
on radiation, radiological risks, natural doses, dose limits, etc. 

All titles are screenshots of articles appeared on the CdS website between 
11/03/2011 and 30/06/2011, when news on FUKUSHIMA almost disappeared.


