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Background :

 Radiation protection is (too) closely linked to nuclear power : 
Objections to nuclear power  Objections to radiation research

 In view of the abandonment of nuclear power (at least in 
Germany and Switzerland) :
Is there still any need for radiation protection ?

 Is radiation research/application/protection still innovative ?

 Are there still chances for occupational carrier ?

 Isn't radiation protection by itself dangerous ?
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Consequences :

 We have to communicate what radiation is and how the risk 
actually is – permanently and persistently

 We have to encourage young people to engage in radiation 
affairs

 We have to support any activity of education facilities 
directed towards radiation affairs

 We have to establish attractive study courses in high schools 
and universities

A Swiss-German Approach to Introducing

Pupils, Students, and Young Professionals

to Radiation Protection



Fachverband für Strahlenschutz e.V.

German-Swiss Association for Radiation Protection (FS)
Member of the International Radiation Protection Association (IRPA)

Joachim Breckow

The FS-Funding System :

 Pupils and teachers in schools :
Projects in groups of 1 to 5 pupils supervised by a teacher
Funding : € 500,- per project and prizes at an annually 
project contest

 Students :
Bursary of one semester at an education facility abroad
Funding : € 1.000,- per student

 Young Professionals / Researchers:
"Rupprecht-Maushart-Preis" awarded every two years
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Pupils :

 Presentation of the results annually at a 
particular little symposium with prizes 
and awards

 Since 2007, 25 projects with about 80 
pupils involved
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Students :

 Presentation of the results at the FS 
annual conference

 Up to 2011, 9 students have been funded
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Rupprecht-Maushart-Preis :

 Initiated 2008, in line with the "Young 
Scientists Award" of the IRPA

 FS-Candidate Harald Breitkreutz wins the  
1st European IRPA- Award in Helsinki, 2010 

 FS-Candidate in 2012 is Olaf Marzocchi
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Experiences and Conclusions :

 No simple way to reach teachers and schools, just installing 
a funding system won't do

 Society members are appealed to seek individually contact 
with schools, teachers, and pupils

 Once having run one of the funding lines, participants often 
are eager to keep up

 Need of permanent effort to enlarge engagement of young 
people in radiation protection affairs
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