Nettie Beekman (1927-2013)
On December 4th, 2013, dr. Z.M. (Nettie) Beekman, former IRPA President, passed away at the age of 86. Nettie Beekman was originally educated as medical doctor and radiologist. In 1962 she obtained a PhD on the genetically significant dose from diagnostic roentgenology at the University of Leiden (cum laude). She held positions at the Energy research Center in the Netherlands (ECN), the Inspectorate of the Ministry of Health and the Dutch Cancer Organization (the Queen Wilhelmina Fund) and was a member of the Dutch Health Council. In the sixties and seventies Nettie also acted as coordinator of RP courses in Leiden. As such she played a vital role in the early days of Education and Training in RP in the Netherlands.
In 1960 Nettie Beekman was one of the founders of the Dutch Society for Radiation Protection (NVS), where she became treasurer from 1960-1963. From 1971 onwards, she served as president of the NVS for a period of six years. In this period she enhanced the relation with IRPA, culminating in the organization of a regional IRPA congress in Amsterdam, 1975,  and in her membership of the IRPA EC, starting in 1973. She served IRPA as president from 1980 till 1984. Nettie was an honorary member of the NVS.
We are grateful for everything Nettie Beekman achieved in radiation protection, both in the scientific area as well as in education and training.  We admire her efforts in strengthening the relation between our society and IRPA. Nettie will be remembered as an extremely active radiation protection professional in the first decades of our society and IRPA.
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